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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (CuiTcntly Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system provid e d in a network which providcG conn e ctions between a plurality of user 
n e tworks , comprising: 

a plurality of interfaces connected to individual user networks for transmitting and 
r e c e iving configured to transmit and receive p ackets; 

a network interconnection controller providing including a plurality of control 
function parts , each control function part independently provided for eaeh -a respective pair of 
user networks and defining rules for connections between one of terminal addresses in one of 
said pair of user networks and one of terminal addresses in another one of said pair of user 
networks ; and 

a function association selector for associating configured to associate each interface to 
eith e r one of the plurality of control function parts , said function association selector 
including 

a function managing table configured to store an association between each 
interface and a corresponding one of the control function parts, 

an identifier imparting part configured to retrieve an identifier from the 
function managing table, the identifier identifying the corresponding one of the 
control function parts associated with a first interface that has received a packet, and 
configured to impart the identifier to the packet, 

a function selector configured to transfer the packet to the control fimction part 
identified by the imparted identifier, and 
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an output interface selector configured to select a second interface 

corresponding to the identifier imparted to the packet, via the function managing 

table, and configured to deliver the packet to the selected interface . 

Claims 2-3 (Canceled). 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system according to Claim 1, in which the concentrated network interconnection control 
system represents a-concentrated firewall equipment ., and in which th e function association 
s e l e ctor compris e s: 

a function managing tabl e for managing a r e lationship between each interfac e and 
corr e sponding on e of th e control function parts; 

an id e ntifi e r imparting part for r e tri e ving an identifi e r for th e control function part 
which corr e sponds to th e int e rfac e that has r e c e ived a pack e t fi-om th e function managing 
tabl e and for imparting th e id e ntifi e r to th e pack e t; 

a firewall function s el e ctor for transferring th e packet to th e control function part 
which corresponds to th e impart e d identifi e r; and 

an output int e rfac e s e l e ctor for r e tri e ving an interface which correspond s to the 
id e ntifi e r imparted to th e pack e t from th e control function part fi-om the fianction managing 
tabl e and for d e liv e ring th e pack e t to th e corr e sponding int e rface . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system according to Claim 4, in which wherein the network interconnection controller 
contains a firewall table including pairs of sender and receiver temiinal addresses for each 
pair of user networks, a direction of transfer between each pair of interfaces con-esponding to 
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each pair of sender and receiver terminal addresses, and a connection control indicating 
whether a connection between each pair of sender and receiver terminal addresses is enabled 
or rejected. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system according to Claim 1 , in which wherein the concentrated network interconnection 
control system is a concentrated address translation system , and in which the function 
association s e l e ctor comprises: 

a function managing tabl e for managing a r e lationship b e twe e n e ach interfac e and 
corresponding on e of the control function parts; 

an id e ntifi e r imparting part for r e tri e ving an identifier for th e control function part 
which corresponds to th e int e rface which has rec e iv e d a pack e t from th e function managing 
tabl e and for imparting th e id e ntifier to th e pack e t; 

an address translation function s e l e ctor for transferring th e pack e t to th e control 
function part which corr e sponds to th e impart e d identifi e r; and 

an output int e rfac e s e l e ctor for r e trieving an int e rfac e which corr e sponds to the 
id e ntifi e r impart e d to th e pack e t from th e control function part from the function managing 
tabl e and for d e liv e ring th e packet to the corresponding interfac e. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system according to Claim 6, in which wherein the network interconnection controller 
contains 

an address translation table including a pair of a terminal address in one of a pair of 
user n e tworks which is to be translated and a translated address, and 
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a direction of transfer between corresponding interfaces associated with respect to 
each of the identifiers. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system according to one of Claims 1 , 2, A and 6, in which wherein the function association 
selector and the network interconnection controller are formed by devoted logic circuits. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A concentrated network interconnection control 
system according to one of Claims 1 , 2, 4 and 6, in which wherein the function association 
selector and the network interconnection controller are implemented in a-software which is 
executed by a computer. 
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